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WHAT IT REALLY IS 

	⚠ Control Information & Viewpoints

	⚠ Destroy Critical Thinking

	⚠ Label Free Speech As Dangerous

	⚠ Attribute Radical Ideology As Facts & Credible

	⚠ Label Conservative Viewpoints As Hate Speech

	⚠ Systemic Censorship

WHAT THEY SAY IT IS 

Teaches students how to: 

	> Evaluate information sources critically.

	> Distinguish credible sources from misinformation.

	> Engage responsibly online.

WHERE DOES IT COME FROM? 

	◍ Media/Digital Literacy is a rebranding of Antonio Francesco Gramsci’s theory of 
Cultural Hegemony. 

	◍ Gramsci was an Italian Marxist philosopher who founded and led the Italian 
Communist Party.

	◍ Cultural Hegemony works to create an information eco-system so completely 
saturated by one worldview (Marxism) that the average person assumes anyone 
who thinks differently must be an evil fascist or a Nazi.
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2016: MEDIA/DIGITAL LITERACY WATERSHED MOMENT

The 2016 election of Donald Trump shocked the political establishment, sparking a calculated, 
partisan counter-offensive to regain control over public discourse. As independent journalism 
and free peer-to-peer communication bypassed legacy media gatekeepers, institutional 
elites weaponized public education to protect their monopoly on information. By rebranding 
independent thought as “disinformation,” the Left deployed “media literacy” and modern “fact-
checking” frameworks as a political tool to train the next generation to trust only establishment 
narratives.

white supremacists.5 Your Department gave the University of Dayton program more than 

$350,000.  
This amounts to the use of government funds to further President Biden’s political agenda. 

Such an allegation would have been inconceivable four years ago, but you have 

consistently weaponized the Department against conservatives through the creation of the 

Disinformation Governance Board and the so-called Homeland Intelligence Experts 

Group, which includes John Brennan, James Clapper, and others who tried to suppress the 

Hunter Biden laptop story.6 Your Department has also coordinated with Big Tech 

companies to censor conservative views—as the Fifth Circuit has found in Missouri v. 

Biden. Now, we are learning that the Biden Administration has been outsourcing so-called 

counter-propaganda to private liberal entities. You should claw back all funds provided to 

entities to combat so-called misinformation and ensure this never happens again.  

 
In addition, please provide the following information by January 31, 2024: 

 
1. How many other grants has the Department approved to private entities to create 

propaganda? 2. Who participated in approving this grant and will you hold them accountable? 

3. What other similar entities have received funding under the Targeted Violence and 

Terrorism Prevention Grant Program? 

 
 
 

     Sincerely,  

 
 
 

 
   

 
  

     Josh Hawley 

     United States Senator  

 

 

5 https://www.foxnews.com/politics/university-program-linking-christians-republicans-nazis-granted-dhs-funds-part-

anti-terror-initiative  
6 https://www.dhs.gov/news/2023/09/19/secretary-mayorkas-announces-establishment-homeland-intelligence-experts-

group  

 
 
 

January 17, 2024 

 
The Honorable Alejandro Mayorkas 

Secretary 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security 

2707 Martin Luther King Jr. Ave SE  

Washington, D.C. 20528 

 
Dear Secretary Mayorkas, 

 
According to new reports, the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) paid an activist 

group $700,000 to “write blog posts that criticized Donald Trump and other conservatives 

under the guise of ‘media literacy.’”1 Your Department has consistently weaponized the 

federal government to attack conservatives using taxpayer dollars, first by colluding with 

private social media companies to censor conservative viewpoints and now by funding 

private actors to create affirmative propaganda to “counter” conservatives. This is an 

outrageous use of federal funds and abuse of power. All these funds should be clawed back 

by the federal government immediately, and anyone involved in making this grant should 

be fired. 
 
Your Department provided a grant to the University of Rhode Island’s Media Education 

Lab to create “counter-propaganda.” This grant was given through the Targeted Violence 

and Terrorism Prevention (TVTP) Grant Program, which “provides funding … to prevent 

targeted violence and terrorism.”2 In its application, the Lab wrote that it would address 

“propaganda and misinformation concerning topics including immigration, racial justice, 

the coronavirus, and vaccination” and “build on top of concerns about so-called ‘fake 

news’ and ‘cancel culture.’”3 The Lab planned to use funds to create “counter-

propaganda.” Your Department gave them $700,000 to do so. 

 
There appears to be a pattern of funneling taxpayer dollars through the TVTP program to 

disparage conservatives. Last year, reports indicated that your Department provided a grant 

to a University of Dayton program to fight “domestic violent extremism and hate 

movements.”4 The year prior to the grant award, the university’s Human Rights Center—

which runs the program—hosted a seminar during which the Christian Broadcasting 

Network, the National Rifle Association, Fox News, and other mainstream conservative 

organizations were included in a “pyramid of far-right radicalization” with neo-Nazis and 

 

1 https://www.dailywire.com/news/how-the-biden-administration-used-a-counter-terrorism-grant-to-fund-anti-

conservative-propaganda  

2 https://www.dhs.gov/tvtpgrants  

3https://cdn.mrc.org/static/pdfuploads/COMPLETE+TVTP+Grant+Proposal+for+Courageous+RI+%28Unredacted%2

9.pdf-1704479299785.pdf  

4 https://web.archive.org/web/20230531110044/https://udayton.edu/artssciences/ctr/hrc/extremism/extremism-

prevention.php  

	▶ “Department of Homeland Security (DHS) paid an activist group 
$700,000 to “write blog posts that criticized Donald Trump and 
other conservatives under the guise of ‘media literacy.”

	▶ “Your Department provided a grant to the University of 
Rhode Island’s Media Education Lab to create “counter-
propaganda.” This grant was given through the Targeted 
Violence and Terrorism Prevention (TVTP) Grant Program, which 
“provides funding… to prevent targeted violence and terrorism.”2 
In its application, the Lab wrote that it would address 
“propaganda and misinformation concerning topics including 
immigration, racial justice, the coronavirus, and vaccination” 
and “build on top of concerns about so-called ‘fake news’ and 
‘cancel culture.”

WHO IS RENEE HOBBS? 

Dr. Renee Hobbs is essentially the ‘mother’ of media literacy in education. She was instrumental 
in transforming the concept from a niche academic idea into a formalized, national movement 
for K-12 classrooms. Hobbs is a Professor of Communication Studies at the Harrington School 
of Communication and Media at the University of Rhode Island. She is also the founder of the 
Media Education Lab, which serves as a main research hub for implementing media literacy 
programs in K-12 and higher education in the United States.

Biden Administration funds Media Education Lab 
for anti-conservative propagandaMEDIA EDUCATION LAB
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https://mediaeducationlab.com/
https://www.hawley.senate.gov/wp-content/uploads/files/2024-01/Hawley-Letter-to-Mayorkas-re-DHS-Paying-Activist-Group.pdf
https://www.hawley.senate.gov/wp-content/uploads/files/2024-01/Hawley-Letter-to-Mayorkas-re-DHS-Paying-Activist-Group.pdf
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MEDIA/DIGITAL LITERACY IN UNIVERSITIES

Universities argue that in this digital age, Media/Digital Literacy is necessary for our future 
leaders and professionals to manage endless streams of data, communications, and fast-
moving public crises. 

Universities Academic Components of Media/Digital Literacy
	▶ While claiming to fight fake news and AI tricks, the program actually trains students 

to automatically view legacy establishment networks as objective baseline truths while 
labeling independent, populist, or right-leaning journalism as dangerous, unverified 
"disinformation”.

	▶ Serving as the manufacturing plants for left-wing ideology, universities train future 
educators to adopt biased frameworks of 'literacy.' Through this credentialing pipeline, 
higher education successfully smuggles its partisan worldview into K-12 classrooms, 
systematically neutralizing local school boards and parental oversight.

	▶ Media/digital literacy programs manipulate students to create media that advocates for 
progressive activism. Under the guise of 'civic engagement,' these graded assignments 
effectively turn an academic requirement into a pipeline for left-wing advocacy.

RENEE HOBBS CONTAMINATES WIKIPEDIA

Renee Hobbs uses Wikipedia as a primary vehicle for teaching modern Media/Digital 
Literacy. Hobbs integrates Wikipedia editing into her university courses. She argues that the 
act of editing Wikipedia moves students from passive consumers of information to active, 
responsible “creators” of knowledge.
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THE IMPACT TO WIKIPEDIA
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Stossel Reports How Wikipedia Got Captured: Leftist Editors & Foreign Influence On Internet's 
Biggest Source Of Info

“Wikipedia has simply declared most 
conservative media generally unreliable. 
That means editors should not cite 
FOX News, The Federalist, The Daily 
Wire, The New York Post. By contrast, 
Wikipedia not only calls CNN reliable, it 
deems MSNBC, Vox, Slate, The Nation, 
and Mother Jones reliable.”

-John Stossel

I co-founded Wikipedia, but an anonymous mob runs the show — and now I’m banned

“...the site has manifestly been 
captured by a small clique of 
ideologically motivated bullies. 
They manipulate and intimidate the 
other participants, and anyone who 
does not fall in line — like me — is 
banned.”

-Larry Sanger

MEDIA/DIGITAL LITERACY IN K-12

Instead of fostering independent reasoning, media/digital literacy curriculum conditions 
students to accept appeals to authority without scrutinizing their relevance, reliability, or 
motives. Furthermore, by framing alternative viewpoints as fundamentally dangerous and 
oppressive, it teaches students to produce propaganda specifically designed to shut out non-
woke viewpoints.
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https://www.realclearpolitics.com/video/2025/12/09/stossel_reports_how_wikipedia_got_captured_leftist_editors_foreign_influence_on_internets_biggest_source_of_info.html
https://www.realclearpolitics.com/video/2025/12/09/stossel_reports_how_wikipedia_got_captured_leftist_editors_foreign_influence_on_internets_biggest_source_of_info.html
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/other/wed-6am-i-co-founded-wikipedia-but-an-anonymous-mob-runs-the-show-and-now-i-m-banned/ar-AA27lZTN


For White Teachers in the Time of #BlackLivesMatter
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RENEE HOBBS   in her own words

https://practicaltheory.org/blog/2016/07/07/for-white-teachers-in-the-time-of-blacklivesmatter/


RENEE HOBBS   in her own words
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RENEE HOBBS   in her own words
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@couragehabit

IF YOU DO NOT STAND UP
FOR YOUR CHILDREN TODAY

COURAGEISAHABIT.ORG COURAGEOUS SUPPORTER


